A. RALPH THOMPSON demonstrated three cases in whom the operation of splitting and transplanting the lower portion of the divided right "rectus abdominis" muscle, around the passage leading from the bladder, in the state commonly known as epispadias, or allied conditions, had been performed. The patients in these cases had complete incontinence, and were commonly very wet day and night.
The third case, that of a boy aged 4, was also shown. He can hold his water during the night and the bed in which he sleeps is not wet, but during the day he does not, at present, hold his water for more than ten minutes, as a rule, although he has held it for as long as half an hour. In this case the transplanted rectus can be seen to be acting, and for this reason, and also because the boy is very young, it is hoped that education may improve his condition during the day very greatly.
A fourth case-that of a girl aged 10, who is very nervous, and, perhaps, mentally deficient, was not shown, but is a failure, and it is anticipated that the ureters may be transplanted into the bowel.
Mr. A. RALPH THOMPSON, in reply to remarks made in discussion, said that, in his opinion, the groove on the dorsum of the penis in cases of "ectopia vesicEe " and " epispadias " was not a urethra, even partially formed. It was simply the groove which would be formed between the prominences of the "corpora cavernosa," one on each side of the middle line.
He also drew attention to the loose terminology which was sometimes employed by authors and surgeons in connexion with congenital deformities of the lower urinary tract.
In many cases it appeared that the term "trigone " was used when the whole extroverted bladder was really meant.
The extroverted bladder was actually larger in the new-born child than at any future time after the child had commenced to walk, owing, in the latter case, to the action of the two recti muscles tending to reduce the hernia of the intestines which lay behind the extroverted bladder before the erect attitude was adopted, and tending to keep up the development of the muscle of the extroverted bladder during this period. When the hernia was reduced by the action of these muscles, then, and then only, did the bladder muscle become atrophied, and the bladder become smaller; but even so, it represented the whole bladder and was not only the " trigone." Case of Ectopia Vesicae. 
